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those suffering heart failure; and a drug that
can promote the growth of new blood vessels
to body tissues and organs with poor circula-
tion.

But technology is not a panacea. Despite
the great gains we have made, heart disease
remains the leading cause of death in the
United States, and millions of Americans
have at least one risk factor for heart disease.
Moreover, recent data have shown a slight
rise in the death rate for stroke and a slowing
in the decline of the death rate for coronary
heart disease. Some cardiovascular condi-
tions, such as heart failure, as well as two
key heart disease risk factors, obesity and
physical inactivity, are on the increase among
Americans.

We must work together to make all Ameri-
cans aware of the information science has
given us regarding controllable risk factors
for cardiovascular disease. It is particularly
important that we reach out to African Amer-
icans, Hispanic Americans, other minority
communities, and women, who often are at
high risk for heart disease and stroke, and
ensure that they have access to the resources
and information they need to guard against
these afflictions. We must also encourage
families to teach their children the impor-
tance of adopting healthy lifestyle practices
early and maintaining them into and
throughout adulthood.

The Federal Government continues to
play a vital role in improving the cardio-
vascular health of Americans by supporting
research and public education through the
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute
of the National Institutes of Health. The
American Heart Association, through its re-
search and education programs and its broad
network of dedicated volunteers, also plays
a crucial part in bringing about much-needed
advances.

As Americans look ahead to a new century
and a new millennium, we should use the
momentum of past heart research as a
springboard to even greater gains. In rec-
ognition of the importance of the ongoing
fight against cardiovascular disease, the Con-
gress, by Joint Resolution approved Decem-
ber 30, 1963 (77 Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C. 169b),
has requested that the President issue an an-

nual proclamation designating February as
‘‘American Heart Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim February 1999 as Amer-
ican Heart Month. I invite the Governors of
the States, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, officials of other areas subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States, and the
American people to join me in reaffirming
our commitment to combating cardiovascular
disease and stroke.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of February, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 5, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 8.

Memorandum on Vietnamese
Cooperation in Accounting for
United States Prisoners of War and
Missing in Action
February 3, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–12

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Vietnamese Cooperation in
Accounting for United States Prisoners of
War and Missing in Action (POW/MIA)

As provided under section 609 of the De-
partments of Commerce, Justice, and State,
the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 1999, as contained in the Om-
nibus Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1999, Public Law
105–277, I hereby determine, based on all
information available to the United States
Government, that the Government of the So-
cialist Republic of Vietnam is fully cooperat-
ing in good faith with the United States in
the following four areas related to achieving
the fullest possible accounting for Americans
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unaccounted for as a result of the Vietnam
War:

1) resolving discrepancy cases, live
sightings, and field activities;

2) recovering and repatriating American
remains;

3) accelerating efforts to provide docu-
ments that will help lead to the fullest pos-
sible accounting of POW/MIAs; and,

4) providing further assistance in imple-
menting trilateral investigations with Laos.

I further determine that the appropriate
laboratories associated with POW/MIA ac-
counting are thoroughly analyzing remains,
material, and other information and fulfilling
their responsibilities as set forth in sub-
section (B) of section 609, and information
pertaining to this accounting is being made
available to immediate family members in
compliance with 50 U.S.C. 435 note.

I have been advised by the Department
of Justice that section 609 is unconstitutional
because it purports to use a condition on ap-
propriations as a means to direct my execu-
tion of responsibilities that the Constitution
commits exclusively to the President. I am
providing this determination as a matter of
comity with the Congress, while reserving
the position that the condition enacted in
section 609 is unconstitutional.

In making this determination, I have taken
into account all information available to the
United States Government as reported to
me, including the full range of ongoing ac-
counting activities in Vietnam, joint and uni-
lateral Vietnamese efforts, and the concrete
results we have attained as a result of these
efforts.

Finally, in making this determination, I
wish to reaffirm my continuing personal
commitment to the entire POW/MIA com-
munity, especially to the immediate families,
relatives, friends, and supporters of these
brave individuals, and to reconfirm that the
central, guiding principle of my Vietnam pol-
icy is to achieve the fullest possible account-
ing of our prisoners of war and missing in
action.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the appropriate com-
mittees of the Congress and to publish it in
the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at the Ribbon-Cutting
Ceremony for the ‘‘Marching
Toward Justice’’ Exhibit

February 3, 1999

Thank you very much. Judge Keith, it’s
good to be in your presence again. Mrs. Mar-
shall, Rosa Parks. Mr. Hill, I’m honored to
be in your presence, sir. President Swygert,
President Reid, Mr. Mecham; to Congress-
man Clyburn and members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and any other Members
of Congress who may be here; Mr. Holder,
Mr. Lee, and Justice Department officials
who are here; to all the members of the
White House staff, but especially Thurgood
Marshall, Jr., I thank you for permitting me
to be a small part of this momentous day.

‘‘We are all created equal,’’ the simplest,
most powerful idea about human beings ever
articulated. Our history is largely the story
of Americans of courage and vision who have
stepped forward, often at risk to their lives,
to lead us in our ongoing march toward jus-
tice and equality. I thank you for chronicling
their journey in this exhibit.

Perhaps no one in this century did more
to open the doors to ‘‘the glorious temple
of American liberty’’ than the man we honor
and remember tonight, Justice Thurgood
Marshall. You honor with this exhibit the
courage of a man who traveled to towns of
the segregated South, places where he
couldn’t find a bite to eat when he was hun-
gry, a bed to rest when he was tired, a police
officer’s protection when he was threatened.
He did all that to argue that we are all cre-
ated equal.

We honor the genius of a man who master-
minded a strategy to dismantle Jim Crow,
case by case, trial by trial, decision by deci-
sion, from Baltimore to Topeka to Little
Rock to the United States Supreme Court.

The 14th amendment, with its promise of
equal protection under law, was Thurgood
Marshall’s sword and shield. It was pretty
moribund when he began to work on it, but
he breathed life into it and transformed it
into a living charter of freedom. The legacy
of the 14th amendment—the legacy of Jus-
tice Marshall, the legacy of his mentor,
Charles Houston, his colleagues such as
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